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President Bush. Gerhard, thank you very
much for your hospitality. I want to thank
you all for coming. This is a good opportunity
for me to really listen to what you have to
ask and tell me about a lot of things. I'm
interested in economy, the entrepreneurial
spirit. I'm interested in attitudes about free-
dom and peace. I'm interested to know, obvi-
ously, what you think about or answer ques-
tions about policies that I've decided. I obvi-
ously know there’s a lot of disagreement
about some of the decisions I've made, and
I'm interested in sharing with you why I
made the decisions I have made.

I really want to thank you for your time,
and I appreciate your willingness to come
and speak to two old guys like me and
Gerhard. Isn’t that right, Gerhard?

Chancellor Schroeder. T'm the older
man.

President Bush. Older man. [Laughter]
But this is a fantastic moment. This is going
to be one of the highlights of my trip to Eu-
rope, and I can’t thank you enough for being
here.

Gerhard, do you want to say a few things?

Chancellor Schroeder. No, you can

President Bush. Okay, we'll start with the
questions.

Democracy/Upcoming Meeting With
President Putin of Russia

Q. Okay, once again, welcome. Mr. Presi-
dent, you said in a recent interview with the
Washington Times that if people want to get
a glimpse of how you think about foreign pol-
icy, they should read “The Case for Democ-
racy” by Natan Sharansky. In this book, as
you know, Sharansky suggests the so-called
town square test

President Bush. Yes.

0. can a person walk into the middle
of the town square and express his or her
views without fearing arrest or physical harm.
My question for you: Did Sharansky’s book
have influence on your approach toward Rus-
sia?
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President Bush. First of all, Sharansky’s
book confirmed how I was raised and what
I believe, and it’s essentially this, that deep
in everybody’s soul—everybody’s soul—is
this deep desire to be free. That's what I be-
lieve: No matter where you're raised, no mat-
ter your religion, people want to be free, and
that a foreign policy, particularly from a na-
tion that is free, ought to be based upon that
thought. You know, you can’t discriminate.
Freedom is not a discriminatory thought, at
least in the White House—in other words,
if you say certain people should be free but
others shouldn’t free. It’s a universal thought,
as far as I'm concerned.

And therefore, our foreign policy is based
upon this notion that the world is a better
place when people are able to realize that
which is embedded in their soul, because in
that book, also, he talks about the idea that
free societies are peaceful societies; demo-
cratic societies don’t attack each other. And
Europe is a classic example of countries
which have embraced values based upon de-
mocracy and is peaceful.

And yes, this same principle applies to not
only Iraq or Iran or America or Germany but
also Russia. And as you know, there’s a lot
of focus on my meeting with Vladimir Putin
tomorrow. As a matter of fact, Gerhard and
I spent a lot of time talking about Russia
today. He’s got a close relationship with
Vladimir, on a personal basis. I've got a close
relationship with Vladimir, on a personal
basis. I expressed some concerns at the Euro-
pean Union yesterday about some of the de-
cisions, such as freedom of the press, that
our mutual friend has made, and I look for-
ward to talking to him about his decision-
making process.

One of the interesting things about being
with a Chancellor or, in Putin’s case, a Presi-
dent, is that we share something: We make
decisions. And I like to learn from people
how they make decisions. They say to me,
“What’s the President like? Give me a job
description.” The job description is “deci-
sionmaker.” And maybe we can talk a little
bit about that later on. But yes, it applies
to Russia as well.

Yes.
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Energy Policy

Q. My name is Loretta Wuertenberger,
from Blue Corporate Finance. Concerning
Russia, the Iraq crisis has made quite clear
to all of us how dependent we are on the
oil resources from that region. And for the
future, it is certainly necessary for us all to
kind of look for strategies to become more
independent of these resources.

President Bush. Yes.

Q. Does this aspect, for you, have influ-
ence on your relationship to Russia?

President Bush. That's an interesting
question. The foreign policy of our country
for years—I'm stepping back; I'm kind of
going to branch out from Russia, and I'll get
back to Russia. For years, there was this
sense that we could tolerate tyranny for the
sake of energy. And yet, beneath the surface
of that policy lurked this hatred and feeling
of oppression and frustration and hopeless-
ness, which lent itself to an ideology of hatred
that ended up manifesting their hatred on
America.

And let me say something about Sep-
tember the 11th. I think this will help frame
the conversation as we go forward. For some,
September the 11th was a passing moment
in history. In other words, it was a terrible
moment, but it passes. For me and my Gov-
ernment and many in the United States, it
permanently changed our outlook on the
world. Those two attitudes caused us, some-
times, to talk past each other, and I plead
guilty at times. But as this conversation goes
on, I want you to remember that point of
view.

As a result of feeling like—that my main
obligation is now to protect the American
people and to confront an ideology of hate,
we are no longer—our primary objective is
the spread of freedom.

The best way to diversify, at least for my
country—and I don’t want to raise a sore sub-
ject here—but diversify away from depend-
ence on foreign sources of energy is for us
to take advantage of new technologies and
expand safe nuclear power in the United
States of America.

To me, that would achieve several objec-
tives. One, it’s a renewable source of energy;
two, it's a domestic source of energy; and
three, it would help us meet our obligations
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to clean air requirements. Unfortunately, it’s
an issue that’s hard to get through our Con-
gress. I mean, there’s a lot of people still fear-
ful of nuclear power, and it's a debate I've
engaged in. It's a subject I brought up in
my State of the Union Address, and it's a
subject T'll continue to talk about because I
think it is a way for the United States to be
less dependent on foreign sources of energy,
which is good for our economy and, frankly,
helps us with foreign policy.

[At this point, the open portion of the discus-
sion ended. ]

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. at the
Electoral Palace. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.
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Thank you all. Thank you very much.
Thank you for the warm welcome. Laura and
I were in the neighborhood—(laughter|—
and we thought we’d just drop by to say hello.
Howdy. [Laughter]

It’s an honor to be here with so many out-
standing soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines
from this base and others in Germany. Laura
and I are proud to be with you. I'm glad
to be with the men and women of the 3d
Support Command and the 421st Medical
Evacuation Battalion. I see a lot of “Big Red
Ones” here in the crowd. I know you've just
back from Iraq. I'm pleased to say, “Job well
done.” It’s good to be at the proud home
of the 1st Armored Division. Some of you
“Iron Soldiers” might have seen me before.
I was the guy serving turkey.

I arrived this morning from Brussels,
where I was meeting with some of our vital
allies in the war on terror. I came to Wies-
baden to meet the men and women fighting
on the frontlines of that war. You are carrying
out challenging duties with skill and honor,
and today I bring you a message from back
home. The American people are grateful to
you. Your communities are proud of you.
And as you defend the cause of freedom,
America stands with you.



